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E D I T O R I A L S

ON DEVELOPMENTS IN MATERNITY-PEDI-
ATRIC (E.M.I.C.) PROGRAM OF FEDERAL

CHILDREN'S BUREAU

County Medical Societies to Appoint Local
Committees. The cenitral C. MAI.. Committee
on Maternity-Pediatric \Work (Karl L. Schaupp,
Chairman) uinder dlate of August 31st, sent a
letter to the county imiedical societies in Califor-
nia, suggesting the appointmllent of local commit-
tees on E.M.I.C. activities. A copy of the letter
an(l its addenidum, "RXecent Rulings of E.M.I.C.
on C.M.A. Suggestiolns," appears in this issue on
pafge 160.

*~ * *

Explanatory Comments on the Addendum.--
It milayv be in order to ad(d further comment con-
cerniing the addendumn, wvhere numerical refer-
ences correspond to those below.

1. Because some paltients cominillg unider the
E.ML.I.C. program-i are able anid willing to pay a
phvsician wN-lhom they select, a supplemnentary fee,
that is, a fee in addlitioin to the $50.00 F.M.I.C.
aillocation (it to be stated in the contract signed
by the phvsician that the l)atient is able and
willingy to pay a supplemenciital fee, the exact
aimounit also beinog stated), the California Com-
mittee deemiied it in or(ler to suggest that a supple-
mental fee, un(ler such stipulation, be permitted.

The officials of the, FIdcral Children's Bureau
lisappro7oed the al)oze request.
In passing, it iiiavi be state(l that the $50.00 fee

insis-ted upon by the Califor-niia Commiittee (in-
stea(l of the S35.00 aimd lower fees ori'inally sug-
g,ested bv the Federal Children''s Blureau repre-
seinta,tives) hlas nowv becomiie operative, practicalhv
in all States of the U-ioil. The professionl
throughout the country cani thalnk California for
that service.

Because the $50.00 fee (loes Inot, in places,
cover California costs, it seemiled fair to suggest
that supplemiiental fees, as above safeguarded. be
sanictioned. However, the Federal Children's Bu-
reau disapl)roves and( there the mnatter rests; pre-
suniiably, perhaps, because in some sections of the
Ulnite(l States, a $50.00 fee is deemiied sufficient.
Manxv California physicians are required, there-
fore, to make donation in part, of their profes-
sional services.

2. Nor -would the Federal Children's Bureau
consent to an arrangemiienit w-hereby a physician,
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if he did inot imiake fi Icprenatal examiinaztions
(when patieints did not come to him in ample
time) suffer ino financial (leductioni fr-omii the
$50.00 allocation.

Here again the- Fede-ral Children?'s Bufreau said,
"No.,"

Note. Negotiations cotncerning this request
are still being carried on.

3. In the orioinal EMIL plan, in those cases
where, in smiialler commilunities, the attendiing phy-
sician mnust relyv on his owNn laboratory equipnment,
such as x-ray, or on his oxnll surgical skill to do,
say, a Caesarean section, there would have been
no extra compensation ov-er the standar(d $50.00
fee, for serv ices So renidere(d by him

Howexver, if such attend(iing phx sician had
called ill Somle othler l)hysician or xpec ialist for
such serv ice, the extra fee w ould h ixve been
allowed. This (li(l Iot seem fair.
The Caldifornia Coimimlittee su'ecstecd, undler

suchi con(litionis, that anI attendling phys ician to
the p)regnant womiin, w-ho ga\-vc sutich xtria serv-
ice, be allowNec(d the additional fee that xx ould be
I-tranted to a constiltant.

IHeret also, the Fe(deral Cii ildre n's Burealu o ld
nIot scc (eve(, to eve zwith the- California Conun1tiittec,
anid the sitgeshontion as disapprov ed.

4. The EI.A1A.C. plan stilpullated qjlualifications
of specialists, emphasizing certification fir-omi a
nationial specialty board, or eligibility to tal-e the
examinations of such a board.
The California Committee called atteiitioni to

the fact that, in many rural and smaller comil-
munities, such certificated specialists are not
available and miiade the suggestion. when such
certificated consultants x-ere not to be had, then
the attending physician should be permitte(d to
call in a local colleague, who, in private practice
would have been asked in consultation, in a simi-
lar, complicated case.
To this suqgestion, tht Federal Children's Bu-

reatu gave approval.
5. The earlier E.M.I.C. colntracts provided that

whein a specialist obstetriciain did no pediatric
work, he might call in a pedliatrician to look after
the infant, the pediatrician receiving pay for such
service.

Hoxvever, an atnendinig physician Nho was giv-
ing care to the mother, and( \ho did not (lesire to
be responsible for the care of the infant, was not
given the same privilege of calling in a pedia-
trician.
The California Commiiiittee recommeinded that

the rule shouldl be moidifie(d to permit the attend-
ing physician to have the privileges under such
circumstances, similar to those given to a spe-
cialist obstetrician.

7This recommendationi ..as approved by the
Children's Bureaut.

6. In conjunction with the Bureau of Maternal
and Child Health of the California State Board
of Public Health, the California Committee sub-
mitted a simpler form of contract, in which the
dangerous legal elements concerning "complete"

aand "required" care were eliminated. (For dis-
cussion of this phase, brought out by Dr. William
Benbow Thomaipson of Los Angeles, see the legal
opinlionls printed in CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN
MEDICINE, for August, on pages 114-116).
The Fedcral Children's Butreau agrcd to delete

the danqcrouts terms; and accepted, in part, a
simipler f'ormt of conitract submtitted bar the C-.M1.A.
Comin ittee.

* * *

State Board of Public Health and California
Committee on Maternity-Pediatric Care Have
Been Working in Cooperation. These ex-
planatorv comments are here given, to supplement
the informcation w-hich appears in this issue, on
pages 160-161. Also, so that members of the
C.M.A. may knoNw that the C.M.A. Comimlittee on
Maternity-Pediatric Care has been miiakinig con-
sistent efforts to briing about an improvement in
the E.M.I.C. program of the Federal Children's
Bureau.
The C. M.A. Coimittee x-ill welcomiet further

sut' (estion s fromil the County Societv ComilIilittees
noxv\\ hct111g ;IpP]Oinlted(.

IPhysiC ians shoukld keep inl mind that the Fed-
eral Chil(lren's Bureau Imlust work through a con-
stituited State agency, as regards disburseiments of
I e(deral m11onIies; and that the Ccalifornia State
Board oft PiublicIHealth, in turn, muist pass on
the Federal set-up, as submitted, to the local
health officia-ls for further co6peration.

Also, that fromil the beginning, the California
Bureau of Maternal and Child Health has given
full cooperation to the C.M.A. Committee on
Maternity-P)ediatric Care, in efforts to bring
about improvemeints in the E.M.I.C. plan drafted
and promulgated by the Federal Children's Bu-
reatu of the UTnited States Department of Labor.

CALIFORNIA PHYSICIANS' SERVICE RE-
PAYS THE LOAN OF $35,000 FROM C.M.A.
Continued Progress of C.P.S.-Recent issues

of the OFFICIAL JOURNAL have carried articles on
the work of Califorinia Physicians' Service, the
statewide medical service organizatioin brought
into being by the California Medical Association.
A report on the "First Five Years of C.P.S."
appeare(l in the April number, on page 191 ; and
in the June issue, on pages 329-333, were given
the minutes of the ILos Angeles meeting, whereby,
under the new arrangement, the members of the
C.M.A. House of Delegates become a majority
group of the Administrative AMembers of Califor-
nia Phvsicians' Service.

Tn the August issue, on page 51, attention was
called to the present unit value of $2.25, and the
installation of a system that will make for prompt
pavment of statements rendered by physicians,
for their professional services. Also, to the im-
portant fact that C.P.S., which did a gross busi-
ness of $1,340,315.00 last year, is now a busi-
ness organization possessing assets sufficient to
cover all liabilities.


